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HMICS ASSURANCE REVIEW OF POLICE SCOTLAND’S COUNTER CORRUPTION 
UNIT 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 7 September 2016 seeking further clarification in relation to 
two matters previously highlighted by the Justice Committee. 
 
Staff of Police Scotland who have submitted complaints about the Counter 
Corruption Unit 
 
In respect of question 1, and with regards to the information contained within Annex B 
(‘Complaints Against CCU – Breakdown Allegation Outcomes’) of my previous 
correspondence to you dated 26 July 2016, I can confirm the following information. 
 
There have been three criminal allegations made against members of the Counter 
Corruption Unit, the allegations relate to Data Protection Act 1998 (2 allegations) and 
Attempt to Pervert the Course of Justice (1 allegation). All allegations relate to legacy 
arrangements. 

 

The Data Protection Act 1998 allegations were reported to the Procurator Fiscal, however 
no proceedings were initiated and no further disciplinary action was taken.   
 
The Attempting to Pervert the Course of Justice allegation was considered by the 
Procurator Fiscal and whilst no proceedings were taken, concerns were raised about 
shortcomings in the investigation.  Misconduct proceedings were thereafter instigated by 
legacy Strathclyde Police resulting in corrective advice being provided to one officer.    
 
All of these files are now closed.  
 
I can also confirm that, within the date range cited (1 April 2009 – 30 June 2016), 17 
misconduct allegations were made against members of the Counter Corruption Unit in 
relation to their duties.  
 
Two allegations relate to Duties and Responsibilities, both of which were recorded 
following the establishment of Police Scotland. Eight allegations relate to Neglect of duty, 
six relate to Wilful or Careless Falsehood and one allegation relates to Discreditable 



 
 

 
 

Conduct, all of which were during legacy arrangements. The allegations were investigated 
with the following outcomes: 
 
The Duties and Responsibilities allegations resulted in Management Action, the eight 
Neglect of Duty allegations resulted in corrective advice on six occasions and no action 
being taken in respect of the other two allegations.  The six allegations of Wilful or 
Careless Falsehood resulted in corrective advice being provided on five occasions and no 
action being taken on the remaining allegation. One allegation related to Discreditable 
Conduct which resulted in no action. All related files are closed. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to inform the Committee that a further complaint made 
by a member of Police Scotland about the Counter Corruption Unit within the above time 
period has been identified.  This was not confirmed or recorded until after the 
correspondence to you dates 30th June 2016 and as such was not ‘returned’ in the original 
search.  The complaint includes 1 criminal allegation of an Attempt to Pervert the Course 
of Justice and 11 non-criminal allegations. This is currently the subject of investigation. 
Therefore, for completeness the total number of complaints within this time period is 25 
and the total number of allegations is 108.  
 
I have asked the Chief Constable of Durham Constabulary, Chief Constable Mike Barton, 
to undertake a review of complaints made against staff in Police Scotland’s Counter 
Corruption Unit.  I can assure you that Chief Constable Barton is aware of the content of 
the HMIC(S) Assurance Review of Police Scotland’s Counter Corruption Unit and in 
particular Recommendation 39; ‘Police Scotland should ensure that in the interests of 
transparency and service confidence, any review into outstanding complaints against the 
CCU should include independent scrutiny’. 
 
Evidence to previous Justice Committee as to the status of the Emma Caldwell 
murder inquiry in April 2015 

 
As you will be aware, following evidence provided to the Justice Committee on 15 
December 2015, a complaint was made against then DCC Richardson relevant to the 
evidence he had provided. Whilst he has now retired matters continue to be investigated 
by Durham Constabulary. This has had the consequence of it being considered 
inappropriate to make statements in relation to that evidence.  
 
However, on balance I consider it appropriate to now advise you and the Committee 
members that in April 2015 the enquiry into the murder of Emma Caldwell was not live. I 
am reluctant at this time to draw a conclusion in regard to this point as investigations 
continue and trust the Committee understand my position in the matter. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Philip Gormley QPM 
Chief Constable 


